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Ike, JFK Enliven - . |
Drab: Campaign

By CHA
ASHINGTON :®fuse has bz_
‘ship between Zh £

American scene, Jgh f#dy and Dwight D.
. ‘Elsenhower. The explosion may aifmay not be avoided.
: The‘*?vemergenc dl Kenned H and Eisenhower as ,;

" contention betwe ¥ P ' 'ﬂmﬂfor’e

campalgn could @ove from | on foreign’po
point into a debaté’ph their re central f o

capacities as statesme o &
Thiz i3 not devd tly wishedi by
either man. They Know better.'n
anyorie that the 1ntrlcacles of the’
_ Cold War are not-made easier. by {°
the harsh blte of partisanship.
The evolution of the contretemps
is -easily traced. Eisenhower ‘has
prided himself on a reluctance to engage the new
President on issues arising from his conduct of the
Cold War and on the fact that his reticence has
extended even to the obvious boggle at the Bay of Pigs. -
As Republicans charted thelr strategy for the
campalgn, they implored the ex-President to throw '
hig prestige behind‘a charge that Kennedy has not C
been decisive in dealing with the Russians. Elsen-
hower vehemently declined. '
His famous temper began to rise, however, when
Kennedy declared in a speech at Harrisburg on
September 20 that the picture was “dreary” around
.~ the world when he took office and listed the problems -
he had found in Berlin, Laos, Viet Nam and The
Conge. He went on to say, “The dark clouds wers
gathering in Latin America, which had been ignored
for eight years, and the Communists had already
taken over Cuba.” )
The reseniment stirred in Ike by these reniarks
was brought to a bofl when Kennedy later referred
to Cuba as a problem he inherited. Eisenhower feit
badly repaid for his efforts for unity on foreign policy.
His anger exploded last week In a campaign
speech at Boston in which he zeferred to a “dreary
foreign record of the past 21 months” which was
“too sad to talk about,” and replied to Kennedy’s
“extraordinary words about Latin America.”
In thus arousing Elsenhower, Kennedy's experi-
ence parallels that of Harry Truman in 19852, who
waged a lively campalgn 11: behalf of Adlal Stevenson
and infuriated the General to such a degree that
Eisenhower would have no relations with him for
8! X years.
* The President has reft ained from further assecs-
ments ¢! the Elsephower foreign poilzy record and
is unlikely to rejoin the debate at the poir.t where
Eisenhower leit it {n Boston.

Both M '“’k ‘dxerting themselves with # o

knowlecfge ’ﬂ?xﬁ ¢l ‘words are unlikely to’éh:n;ik
any important numbder of minds. But they also know :
they are bringing life t0 & lack-luster campaign and- &
- # 4 thus helplng significantly ‘to bring out the votes in
BARTLETT ‘ quemb.r.‘.
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